RESOLUTION

Scientific-practical conference with international participation "Biodiversity and factors affecting the Dniester ecosystem"

Tiraspol, November 16-17, 2018

November 16-17, 2018, the Faculty of Natural Sciences of Transnistrian State University T.G. Shevchenko in partnership with the International Association of River Keepers “Eco-TIRAS” organized a scientific-practical conference with international participation “Biodiversity and factors affecting the Dniester River ecosystems”.

The conference was attended by 142 scientists, practitioners and higher school students from Transnistrian region, the Republic of Moldova, Ukraine and the Russian Federation. The reports presented at the conference examined various aspects of the issue of preserving biological and landscape diversity in the Dniester River basin, including the state of specially protected areas and natural ecosystems and ways to improve them, the preservation of rare and endangered species of plants and animals, the prospects for creating basin ecological nets, factors affecting the state of phyto-and zoocenoses of the Dniester basin, the use of bio-indication and bio-testing methods in assessing the anthropogenic effects on aquatic flooding and terrestrial ecosystems, as well as the introduction of new wastewater treatment technologies, environmental education and training, education for sustainable development, public participation in the development and implementation of measures for the environmental improvement of the Dniester basin status, and the sustainable preservation of its ecosystem.
According to the results of discussions:

1. The Conference draws the attention of the governments of riparian states to the lack of positive developments in the environmental status of the Dniester and its basin, which is leading to the degradation of water and riparian ecosystems, as well as natural landscapes, and as a result - a steady trend of further loss of water, riparian biodiversity and reduced capacity to provide ecosystem services, which is of concern to the scientific community and the general public of the country;
2. The Conference draws the attention of coastal states to the problem of reducing biodiversity as an indicator of the state of the ecosystem, the loss of native species and increased pressure from alien species and, as a consequence, the need for the early establishment and development of basin and national ecological networks, increasing the number and area of protected areas, including having a cross-border status.

3. The Conference notes the special value of the territories of the Lower Dniester region for the creation of national and transboundary protected and specially protected objects and encourages the Government of Moldova to contribute to the speedy and final resolution of the issue of creating the Lower Dniester national park in Moldova.

4. The Conference believes that an important component in ensuring the sustainable development of the Dniester Basin is the suspension of landscape degradation processes, restoration of historically established landscapes, forests and steppe areas, water protection and green protection belts as elements of ecosystems that are valuable not only from the point of view of biodiversity conservation, but also playing an important role in adapting to climate change and preserving small rivers.

5. The Conference condemns the continuing practice of irretrievable sand and gravel mining from the Dniester bed and calls upon the Governments and Parliaments of the riparian countries to exclude from the national legislation norms permitting the irretrievable mining of sand and gravel from river bed, the activity which inevitably leads to a decrease in self-cleaning capacity of the river, degradation and disappearance of natural spawning grounds, reduction of species diversity and productivity of ichthyocenoses, reducing the recreational potential of the river.

6. The Conference ascertains the key role of changing the hydrological regime of the Dniester in its impact on aquatic and wetland ecosystems and calls on the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine to ensure that the development of new rules for the operation of the Dniester hydropower complex (DHPC) minimizes damage to the underlying ecosystems of the basin. At the same time, the Commission on Sustainable Use and Protection of the Dniester River Basin should ensure the provision of a revised draft of the rules for the operation of DHPC for wide public discussion.
7. The Conference draws attention to the importance of the “polluter pays” principle and the need to develop specific compensatory measures to conserve biodiversity and reduce environmental losses during the construction and operation of units of the Dniester pumped storage plant.

8. The Conference draws attention to the major concerns about the construction of a cascade of six HPPs in the Upper Dniester plain part. The conference states the obvious environmental and socio-economic risks of such hydro-engineering construction both for the population of the areas of the proposed construction and for the sustainable development of the entire Dniester basin. In this regard, the Conference insists on the introduction of a moratorium on further constructions in the Dniester basin and calls on the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine to conduct a cross-border strategic environmental assessment of plans to build new HPPs in the Dniester basin.

9. The conference calls on the governments of the countries of the Dniester basin to create an bilateral basin council of the Dniester with the broad involvement of civil society, regional and local authorities, including Transnistrian region.

10. The Conference welcomes the commencement of the activities of the Commission for the Protection and Sustainable Development of the Dniester River Basin and regrets the absence of Transnistrian representatives on the Commission, including its working groups, which will create challenges in carrying out its assigned tasks. We draw the attention of the governments of the basin countries to the fact that the issue of conservation and sustainable development of the Dniester Basin can and should become a factor of integration based on the principles of trust of the entire region and introduction of any artificial difficulties in this matter seems inappropriate.

11. The Conference notes the need for further development of environmental education, the formation of a resource-saving outlook, raising the level of environmental culture and education of the population in general, and the younger generation in particular.

12. The Conference acknowledges and welcomes the active involvement of non-governmental organizations, specialists and scientists from Transdniestria in regional cooperation on the Dniester basin issues, including within the framework of the UNDP Environment Program on Moldova on confidence-building measures supported by the European Union, and notes its high efficiency.

13. The Conference welcomes the results of international projects implemented in the Dniester River basin by international organizations (OSCE, UNECE, European Commission, UNDP, Global Environment Facility, Austrian Development Agency, etc.) and encourages further promotion of international participation and cooperation.
14. The Conference welcomes new BSB165 project, in frames of Regional Operational Black Sea Programme, dedicated to elaboration of transboundary monitoring system of HPP impacts to the Black Sea rivers, supported by the EU.
14. The Conference expresses its gratitude to its main sponsor, the United Nations Development Program in the Republic of Moldova, as well as to the organizers, the Faculty of Natural Sciences of the Transnistrian State University. T.G. Shevchenko and the International Association of River Keepers Eco-TIRAS, for the opportunity to effectively discuss the problem of biodiversity conservation in the Dniester basin.

15. The Conference proposes that this Resolution be sent to the governments of the riparian states.

Adopted on November 16, 2018, Tiraspol
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