RECOMMENDATIONS

International Conference "Integrated Management of the Transboundary Basin of the Dniester: Platform for Cooperation and Modern Challenges"

Tiraspol, October 26-27, 2017

(174 participants, representing 83 organizations from 5 countries)

October 26-27, 2017 The International Association of River Keepers "Eco-TIRAS" held the International Conference "Integrated Management of the Transboundary Dniester River Basin: Platform for Cooperation and Current Challenges". It was organized in partnership with Nature and Geography of the Pridnestrovian State University.
The reports presented at the Conference examined various aspects of the policy of environmental cooperation of the states of the Dniester Basin, the state of ecosystems and nature management in the Dniester River basin, the measures they take to effectively manage natural resources, protect biological and landscape diversity, factors that adversely affect the provision of ecosystem services, challenges and difficulties facing the improvement of the environmental situation and ways to overcome them, issues of public participation in the development and implementation of measures for environmental improvement and sustainable development of the Dniester River basin its ecosystem and water resources management reform issues in light of the new treaty on the Dniester River basin.

Among the participants of the conference were all the sectors of society and the regions of the Dniester Basin.

Participants of the Conference welcome:

1. The entry into force of the Dniester River Basin Treaty between the Governments of Moldova and Ukraine, and note its high quality, which can be used by riparian states to radically improve the situation in the basin. In this regard, the participants urge the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine to form the Dniester River Commission as soon as possible, including representatives of the regions, including Transnistria, and competent non-governmental organizations, in addition to competent representatives of state bodies and the academic community.

2. Measures taken by international organizations and donors, in particular the OSCE, the UNECE, the ENVSEC program for the development of the Strategy and Plan for the Dniester River Basin to Climate Change Adaptation, by the Austrian Development Agency, and calls on the governments of the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine to implement them.

3. The start of a new GEF project dedicated to supporting cross-border cooperation on the Dniester and encourages governments and all stakeholders to use the funds of this project in a responsible manner to maximize their impact.

4. Active involvement of Transnistrian non-governmental organizations, specialists and scientists in regional cooperation on the Dniester issues, including within the framework of the Environmental Platform of the UNDP Program in Moldova to strengthen confidence-building measures, supported by the European Union, and notes its effectiveness. At the same time, the Conference participants emphasize the need to involve all stakeholders in the assistance to the Moldova-Transdniestria working group on agriculture and the environment in order to increase its effectiveness.
The Conference states and pays attention to:

5. The lack of positive changes in the ecological status of the Dniester River and the natural resources of its basin, the continuing degradation of aquatic and near-water ecosystems and the development of secondary pollution processes, and as a consequence the further loss of water and wetlands biodiversity and the loss of ecosystem services, due to the poor attention of coastal states to these issues and ignoring the interests of all users.

6. Concurrently negotiating the conclusion of a bilateral agreement between the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine on the operation of the Dniester hydropower complex, and in this connection, expresses deep concern about the current tendency to exclude environmental aspects from this document, as well as the long-term exclusion of representatives of civil society from the negotiation process, which is regarded by the participants as ignoring the interests of the population of the Dniester Basin. Moreover, its inclusion in the package with other issues that are not related to the state of the Dniester River is of particular concern, which indicates the intention of the Parties to sacrifice the interests of the environment in favor of private economic and political interests.

7. The factor of great concern that emerged since the previous Dniester Basin Conference was Ukraine's intention to build a cascade of six channel HPPs on the Upper Dniester. This decision was taken by the Cabinet of Ministers without taking into account the position of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine and without prior consultations with Moldova, a country that will be influenced, which is contrary to international law. The conference notes the obvious negative consequences of such hydro construction for both the population of the proposed construction zone and the lower Dniester and its population and ecosystems and invites Ukraine to abandon these plans.

8. The need to develop specific compensation measures for the conservation of biodiversity and reduce environmental losses in the construction and operation of the units of the Dniester pumped storage complex is a matter currently excluded from the draft of intergovernmental Agreement on the Dniester hydropower complex. We draw attention to the unacceptable tendency to replace effective decisions for the Dniester on various commissions, studies, assessments, which alone can not bring improvement in the situation either in the near or the distant future. The conference calls on the governments of Moldova and Ukraine to fully implement transboundary environmental procedures with the further development of a program to reduce the negative transboundary impact of the Dniester hydropower complex, and in the case of a cascade of HPPs in the Upper Dniester, including this cascade in the agreement on the Dniester hydroelectric complex as part of it.

9. Deficiency and the need for territorial environmental management for sustainable development and conservation of natural and cultural and historical heritage. It is necessary to create appropriate bodies and strengthen the management, especially for the Moldovan "Lower Dniester" Ramsar site.

10. The continuing extraction of sand and gravel in the channel of the Dniester, as sand and gravel play an important role in maintaining the river's ability to self-clean and as natural spawning grounds.
11. Destruction of the Carpathian landscapes: deforestation, the construction of numerous small hydropower stations in picturesque mountainous areas and the intentions of shale gas production in the Upper Dniester region, which will inevitably lead to environmental and hydrological disturbances in the region and the river basin. At the same time, the conference draws attention to the lack of transparency in the issues of exploration and production of gas in the Republic of Moldova, which for this purpose has transferred a significant part of its territory to a foreign concession.

12. The intensification of ravines formation processes in the Dniester Basin and calls for urgent measures to study, monitor and take measures to combat this dangerous phenomenon, including by forming elements of the econet to improve the hydrological regime and enhance biological and landscape diversity and environmental stability in the basin.

13. The depressing condition of small rivers, tributaries of the Dniester, in both states, and calls on governments to take urgent measures to improve their status, by improving land use and managing sub-basins of tributaries at the local level.

The Conference recommends and encourages:

14. Governments of the countries of the Dniester River Basin - to establish an international basin council of the Dniester with wide involvement of NGOs, regional and local authorities, including Transdniester.

15. Governments of the States of the Dniester Basin to implement the Protocol on Water and Health to the Helsinki Water Convention in a transboundary context and to deepen cooperation on this protocol in transboundary parts of the river in accordance with Article 13.

16. To introduce a moratorium on further hydropower construction on the Dniester and calls on the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine to conduct a transboundary strategic environmental assessment of plans for the construction of new hydropower facilities in the Dniester Basin. The Conference also recommends that the Government of Ukraine introduce a moratorium on the design and construction of new hydropower facilities on all the rivers of Ukraine flowing into the Black Sea before the adoption of a national strategy for river basins.

17. The creation of transboundary wetlands of international importance in the lower Dniester, and calls on the governments of both countries to do so.

18. The immediate construction of sewage treatment plants in the cities of Soroca and Yampol and appeals to international financial organizations to actively contribute to the resolution of this issue.

19. The Government and the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova - to review the Law "In Inland Navigational Transport", the implementation of which leads to the further irretrievable extraction of sand and gravel from the river bed, as sand and gravel play an important role in maintaining the river's ability to self-clean and as natural spawning grounds. The bill on this issue has already been submitted by the government to the parliament.

20. Taking into account the fact that, in accordance with the UN criteria, Ukraine belongs to the number of water-insecure countries (where the total runoff of rivers is less than 1,700 cubic meters per capita) and in connection with the decrease in water content of the main rivers of Ukraine, the Conference recommends that the Government of Ukraine exclude hydropower facilities of the number of objects in which the generated energy is realized by the green tariff.
21. The conference opposes the privatization of the Dniester hydropower complex and any of its components, as this will lead to a decrease in the manageability and responsibility of Ukraine for the consequences of its exploitation.

The Conference thanks:

22. Its main sponsor - the OSCE Mission to Moldova, as well as the organizer - the International Association of River Keepers "Eco-TIRAS" - for the opportunity to effectively discuss the challenges of the Dniester River Basin.

23. Faculty of Nature and Geography of the Transdniester State University - for facilitating the successful holding of the conference.

24. The Federal Ministry of the Environment of Germany - for the support of the parallel 5th Dniester Basin Forum of non-governmental organizations "Dniester-2017", which made it possible to identify and reflect the opinion of the civil society of the Dniester Basin on its challenges.

Adopted on October 27, 2017, Tiraspol
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