APPEAL 
of non-governmental environmental organizations, participants in the international project "The Democratization of the Dniester River Basin Management" on the causes and consequences of flooding in the Basin of the Dniester River 



Non-governmental organizations working in the basin of the Dniester in Moldova, including Transdniestria, and Ukraine, are concerned about the catastrophic flooding in the basin of the Dniester River and the liquidation of its consequences. The myth of the omnipotence of human being is not actual anymore. Nature does not forgive people their mistakes. The deaths, lost houses and property, destroyed roads, dams and bridges, the intensification of geological processes - all these are the consequences of the flood, that cause the rise of distrust to the government among the population. The states in those cases have to eliminate consequences in a short time, to provide people with all necessary items, create conditions for a normal life, learn lessons of disaster to be able to minimize the destructive power of floods in the future. 


Events in the Dniester River basin have global, integrated and deep causes, based on a lack of a responsible state environmental policy, systematic ignoring of the principles of sustainable (balanced) development, lack of a common integrated and coordinated cross-border management of the Dniester River basin at the international level. The adopted environmental programmes are not implemented properly and inadequately funded. 


We are convinced that the main causes of flooding are: deforestation, drainage of wetlands, ploughing up flood lands; anomalous rainfall as a consequence of global climate change; ignoring of standards of environmental legislation and international obligations, as well as lack of personal responsibility, which have negative social and environmental impact; crisis of an environmental management. 


The factors that intensified the consequences of this disaster, in our opinion, are: 
a) building on the territory of protection zones of the river; 
b) lack of integrated basin management of Dniester River, that would include cross-border aspects such as use of river basin as water management unit; Integrated approach to land and water management; involving of economic, social and environmental factors; public participation in decision making, access to environmental information, transparency, accountability and responsibility; 
c) human factor: dominance of departmental interests and ignoring of needs of society as well as public opinion; 
g) inefficient use of hydraulic structures for preventing floods, weak cross-border coordination and environmental needs of the non-downhill ecosystems in the water. 
e) lack of warning of the population and institutions; 
e) not taking into account lessons from previous years.
Non-governmental environmental organizations are suggesting: 
- To send financial and technical assistance to our states to eliminate the consequences of floods, while helping primarily low-income victims; 
- To appeal to international organizations and foreign governments to help victims of the floods. 

Based on the foregoing, we are recommending: 
- Introduce a moratorium on industrial logging in the basin of the Dniester in Moldova and Ukraine; 
- Develop a National Programme "Forest" and "Wetlands" with an accent on restoration and natural resource management 
- Create a commission to analyse the current situation in water protection zones and enforcement of legislation norms there; 
- Accelerate the signing of the interstate basin agreement on Dniester prepared by the project of OSCE and UN and the establishment of Dniester River basin commission to ensure a proper coordination of activities on improving of an environmental situation in the river basin as well as further policy on it. 
- Ensure the speedy transfer of Moldova and Ukraine to integrated water resource management and implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive.
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