ODESSA SEMINAR 14-15 APRIL 2008 – KEY POINTS
The OSCE Seminar on Economic and Environmental Confidence Building Measures held at the Arcadia Plaza Conference Centre in Odessa on 14-15 April 2008 was conducted in a positive and cooperative manner.   A number of constructive ideas were put forward for increasing cooperation and building confidence between the sides through economic and environmental activities.  It was agreed that cooperation in these areas is both desirable and necessary in order to promote economic development and protect the environment.
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A full report, together with copies of the presentations by outside speakers, will be produced as soon as possible in Russian and in English.  In the meantime, the key points of the discussions can be summarized as follows:

General

There is a need for increased contact between the sides so that concrete proposals for Economic and Environmental Confidence Building Measures (CBM) can be developed on a joint basis.

The focus should be on practical steps which can be started soon and which do not require a political solution to the conflict to be reached before they can be implemented.

Where possible CBM should build on existing programmes and make use of the experience of current or past cooperative activities between the sides.
Efforts should be made to ensure that officials and representatives of civil society from both sides take part in training events, seminars, meetings etc related to the CBM process inside and outside the region.

The OSCE and the EU stand ready to provide technical assistance and advice, including through expert assessment visits, and also to help with requests for financial support from international donors.
Economic Activities

Improve telecommunications systems in order to provide better inter-connectivity across the river.
Restore rail routes through the Transnistria and consider ways to improve and upgrade the condition of the road network on both banks of the Dniester.

Promote energy cooperation and explore ways of increasing electricity generating capacity by repairing and upgrading facilities; make use of the opportunities available through existing multi-national energy networks and cooperative ventures.

Introduce accounting and business practices which meet international standards and which can facilitate access to the international business community and investment opportunities.

Develop links between the business communities and Chambers of Commerce on both banks of the river.

Environmental Activities

Develop a project for the re-packaging, centralization and removal of dangerous pesticides from the Transnistria region.

Build on the foundation of the joint work already carried out in partnership with international organsisations for the management of water resources and the protection and conservation of fish stocks.

Explore ways of ensuring that the extraction of sand and gravel and construction along the banks of the River Nistru are properly managed and do not have an adverse affect on the river basin.

Look for ways to improve the regulatory framework for environmental activities through the selective and gradual application of appropriate international legal standards by, for example, drawing on the experience of the new members of the European Union.

Consider proposals for enhancing laboratory and other facilities in the Transnistria region to ensure that it has the capacity to provide the required scientific support to measures to protect the environment.

Identify opportunities for the establishment of nature reserves and/or national parks in the Lower Nistru area with a view to establishing resources which can be used for eco-tourism and thus provide local income generation and well as ensuring conservation in the region.
Take steps to develop joint plans for disaster relief.
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