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t takes a lot of people to do right by a riv-

er, says Bob Backman, executive director

of River Keepers of the Red River Valley.
Backman’s organization and the Rodger
Enhstrom Nature Center (RENC) have
been working with the City Museum of
Ethnography and Natural History in
Moldova, a southeastern European coun-
try. Using MCCA funds, the groups seek
solutions to water-conservation problems
and aim to improve the health of the Red
River and the Dniester River.

Though the world's rivers and oceans are
intrinsically connected, the health of
oceans seems to get more attention from
concerned citizens. “In the past, people
here and in Moldova have tended to ignore
the rivers,” says Christine Laney, project
coordinator for River Keepers. However, re-
cent catastrophic flooding affecting several
states and countries, as well as sanitation

and environmental issues, revealed how
rivers’ poor health may imperil our own

lives.

Backman’s organization has had a long
relationship with the nature center, part
of the Chahinkapa Zoo. In May, the North
Dakota group will welcome the Moldovan
delegation, treating them to a barbecue, a
visit to the zoo and other events. The U.S.
delegation is slated to visit Moldova in July.

“We may not use guns to fight over water,
but people have serious differences in the
way in which we rega_rd water usage,” says

Water: Using the Common Tie That Binds

Partners: Rodger Ehnstrom Nature Center, Wahpeton, N.Dak., Bendery City Museum of
Ethnography & Natural History, Moldova, River Keepers of the Red River Valley, Fargo, N.Dak., and

Backman. One state or country, for example, may drain
or divert rivers so water is channeled where it is needed
most. Yet an adjacent state or country might view this
as an act of war. With sources of fresh water becoming
scarcer, discussing the intersection of politics, the envi-
ronment and human health is critical.

“Through social networking,

this project can reach
millions of interested

people, young and old.”

Kathy Dieker is director of the Chahinkapa Zoo and RENC,
which host workshops, classes and conservation programs
year-round. “Through social networking, this project can
reach millions of interested people, young and old,” she
says. And, through freestanding exhibits slated for each
museum, the public can learn more about river politics

and geology.

Before the nature center and the Moldovan museum
received the MCCA grant, Backman had visited Moldova
to discuss the Dniester’s problems and policies and make
contact with Eco-Tiras, a nonprofit based in Moldova that
connects organizations working for better river health.
Geography, time zones and politics aside, “we're discover-
ing we can learn a lot from each other,” he says.

The mutual learning will continue in more ways than one.
A group that includes zookeepers from the Chahinkapa
Zoo and North Dakota college students has stepped for-
ward to serve as pen pals with students attending sum-
mer school in Moldova, where a Moldovan Youth Water

Festival is being planned.
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