The Resolution

Forum of non-governmental environmental organizations Dniester River "Eco-Dniester 2013" held in Chisinau on September 21, 2013

(attended by 50 representatives of 33 non-governmental organizations)

20-21 October 2013 International Association of River «Eco-TIRAS», bringing together 50 non-governmental organizations of the Dniester Basin, organized the International Conference "Management of Transboundary Dniester River Basin in the new treaty" Fourth Forum of non-governmental environmental organizations Dniester River "Eco-Dniester – 2013”.

The Forum considered the environmental situation in the Dniester River basin, the measures taken by the states of the river basin management of natural resources and public participation in the development and implementation of solutions for environmental improvement of the Dniester River basin.

Following the discussions,

1. Forum states that the ecological state of the river Dniester in the past decade has not improved, and significant progress in practical cooperation of the Dniester River basin for the coordinated and sustainable management of water and other natural resources and ecosystem conservation to be achieved. At the same time increased the level of cooperation of non-governmental environmental organizations from the basin.

2. The Forum welcomes the signing of the intergovernmental modern Basin Treaty, but regrets that the Treaty has not yet entered into force. In this regard, the Forum called on the government of Ukraine expeditiously approve the Agreement in accordance with national procedures. Forum urges government to start implementing in order to ensure an integrated river basin management. According to the Treaty, with an international river commission it should involve all stakeholders, including the competent public.

3. Given that the Government of Moldova and Ukraine are negotiating to conclude a security agreement on Dnestrovsh Hydroenergetic Node functioning of the Dniester, the Forum calls on both governments to include in the agreement provisions to ensure the minimizing negative impact on the ecosystems of the Moldovan and Ukrainian parts of the river. We also draw attention to the inadmissibility and immorality the use in negotiations approaches that infringe the needs of population in a healthy river ecosystem.

3. Forum notes some progress in the implementation of the Water Framework Directive, in particular the adoption of the Water Act in Moldova , and urges the Government of Moldova and Ukraine to build their cross-border co-operation on the Dniester River in view of the document and obligations under the UNECE Water Convention.

4. The Forum welcomes the decision of the Parliament of Moldova to declare Day of the Dniester, but offers to postpone the date of the holiday in Moldova from May to the second Sunday of July. The Forum welcomes a similar decision of Ukraine adopted taking into account the recommendations of the public, and calls on the Moldovan Parliament to change the previously set date (the last Sunday in May) at a more convenient - the second Sunday in July, which will permit to celebrate together the day of the Dniester River basin.

5. The Forum notes that the earlier Commissioners of the two governments provisions on the participation of stakeholders in the institution of Plenipotentiaries not functioning. Also, the website of the Institute Authorized www.dniester.org site does not operate as a joint site ministers of the two countries, it does not perform the functions assigned to it by the position of informing government agencies concerned. Forum calls Commissioners, and later - River Commission to take measures to rapid implementation of the received document and the importance of ensuring full use of the available opportunities for participation by interested parties.

7. Considering that in the near future should be established and earn River Commission, the Forum believes that its priorities should be:

- The inclusion of representatives of the Commission of the Transnistrian region, scientists and the public of the two countries;

- The establishment of the Secretariat of the Commission of those released two states;

- Identification of priority issues for the river in the two states;

- The development of common approaches to the development and adoption of cross-border Dniester River Basin Management Plan, based on mutual consideration of interests of both countries.

8. In turn, the tasks of the NGO community Dniester river basin should be concentrated in the short term, on the following priorities:

- Promoting the ratification and implementation of the riparian countries of the Dniester Basin Agreement, the creation of river commission and entering it NGOs. The use of international programs and organizations to improve the regulatory framework for monitoring and management of the Dniester, the introduction of mechanisms for public participation.

- Monitoring the implementation of legislation on the Dniester by monitoring natural resources and applying to law enforcement agencies and courts.

- Cooperation with the authorities and management of lobbying amendments to the legislation that will improve the situation in the Dniester, preventing the adoption of environmentally harmful decisions (interaction with the mass-media, parliaments, local authorities).

- Continuation of the consolidation of NGOs pool, capacity building and technical equipment of local NGOs, promoting their professional growth and involvement in the decision-making process.

- Ensuring high priority issues of the Dniester in the agenda of governments and international organizations;

- The search for effective solutions to problems related to the Dniester Hydro-Energetic Node (interaction with the Academies of Sciences, parliaments, international organizations, the media).

- Environmental education among decision makers and the public.

- Development of cooperation with organizations in EECCA, Europe and the U.S., having similar functions.

9. Forum expresses its appreciation to the sponsors: OSCE Mission to Moldova, the Centre for Cross-Border Cooperation (Tartu), and the Estonian government as well as the organizer - the International Association "Eco-TIRAS" for the opportunity to discuss the issues of effective Dniester River basin management.

Adopted on 21 September 2013, Chisinau

